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Gen er a l  Mar k in g  Gu id an ce  

 

 All candidates must  receive the sam e t reatm ent .  Exam iners 

m ust  m ark the first  candidate in exact ly the sam e way as they 

m ark the last . 

 Mark schem es should be applied posit ively. Candidates must  be 

rewarded for what  they have shown they can do rather than 

penalised for om issions.  

 Exam iners should m ark according to the m ark schem e not  

according to their  percept ion of where the grade boundaries m ay 

lie.  

 There is no ceiling on achievem ent . All m arks on the m ark 

schem e should be used appropriately.  

 All the m arks on the m ark schem e are designed to be awarded. 

Exam iners should always award full marks if deserved, i.e. if the 

answer m atches the m ark schem e.  Exam iners should also be 

prepared to award zero m arks if the candidate’s response is not  

worthy of credit  according to the m ark schem e. 

 Where som e judgem ent  is required, m ark schem es will 

provide the pr inciples by which m arks will be awarded and 

exemplificat ion m ay be lim ited. 

 When exam iners are in doubt  regarding the applicat ion of the 

m ark schem e to a candidate’s response, the team  leader m ust  

be consulted. 

 Crossed out  work should be m arked UNLESS the candidate 

has replaced it  with an alternat ive response. 

  

Placin g  a m ar k  w i t h in  a  lev el  m ar k  b an d  

This guidance is to help with the rewarding of responses to the 6-  and 

9-m ark items once the appropriate level m ark band has been 

determ ined.  

 

Level 1 responses will be valid but  sketchy and show only basic 

awareness of the point  of the quest ion e.g. simple random points. 

Level 3 responses will be developed and considered with range and/ or 

depth e.g. good use of exam ples and facts. 

Level 2 responses will show an at tem pt  to address the com m and word 

with som e developm ent  of the answer but  will rem ain 

imbalanced/ skewed/ rest r icted/ part ial/ lim ited. 

   

1.  2 m ark bands ( the 6-m ark “Explain”  item s)  

Start  with the presum pt ion that  the m ark will be the higher of the 

two. A poorly supported response gets the lower m ark. 

 

2.  3 m ark bands ( the 9-m ark “Discuss”  item s)  

Start  with the presum pt ion that  the m ark will be the m iddle of the 

three. A poorly supported response gets the lower m ark. A well 

supported response gets the higher m ark. 



Sect ion  A:  Th e n at u r a l  en v i r on m en t  an d  p eop le 

 

Qu est ion  1  –  Riv er  en v i r on m en t s  

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer Mark 

1 ( a) ( i )  

 

Accept  any t im e in hours between 4 and 5 (1)  

( 1 )  

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer Mark 

1 ( a) ( i i )  

 

A  -  has shorter lag t im e or vice-versa re B (1)  

B  -  has lower peak discharge or vice-versa re A (1)  

Accept  answers which show difference by quot ing data.  ( 2 )   

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer Mark 

1 ( a) ( i i i )  

 

A  -  a dam  

( 1 )  

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer Mark 

1 ( b ) ( i )  

 

Full and accurate definit ion =  2 marks 

 

e.g. discharge exceeds channel capacity or equivalent ;  

water table above ground. 

 

Statem ent  with som e valid hint  of definit ion =  1 m ark 

e.g. overflows banks ( 2 )  

 

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer Mark 

1 ( b ) ( i i )  

 

1 m ark per valid and dist inct ive cause stated. 2nd m ark 

for developm ent  as to how it  causes flooding, e.g. 

 

 high rainfall (1)>  higher discharge (1)  

Accept  rainfall twice where different  types ident ified 

e.g. heavy (1)  & prolonged (1) .  Developm ent  to be 

dist inct ive for both developm ent  m arks.  

 snowmelt  (1)  >  increased run-off in spring raising 

r iver levels (1)   

 deforestat ion (1)>  as per snowm elt  developm ent  or  

reference to reduced infilt rat ion and m ore run-off (1)  

 urbanisat ion (1)>  tarm ac/ concrete increase (1)  or 

drains take rainfall direct ly to r iver(1)  

( 4 )  

(1+ 1)  +  

(1+ 1)  

 

 



Quest ion Num ber I ndicat ive content  

1 ( c)  

 

Expect  to read about  V-shaped valleys, interlocking spurs, 

waterfalls, potholes and their  form at ion and early stage of 

developm ent .  

Accept :  m eanders and channel variables (e.g. large 

bedload size;  steep bed gradients...)  provided answer 

refers to causat ion.  

Reject  reference only to landform  characterist ics, e.g. 

shape, size, appearance of classic upper course landform s. 

Max m arks with or without  annotated diagram s. Fully 

annotated diagram s ok for m ax. 

Level Mark Descriptor 

Lev el  1  1-2 Expect  basic statem ents with lit t le or no actual 

explanat ion, e.g. appropriate upper course landform s 

ident ified.   

Lev el  2  3-4 Expect  som e reference to valid landform  form at ion, e.g. an 

at tem pt  to explain;  offer ing of an exam ple(s) . May focus 

on lim ited range of landforms, perhaps one only. 

Lev el  3  5-6 Expect  thorough explanat ion of at  least  two valid 

landforms. Good extended answer creat ing upper course 

context  and account ing for the nature and form at ion of 

landforms. 

 



 

Quest ion Num ber I ndicat ive content  

1  ( d )  

 

 

This item  is a m anagem ent  item  and seeks a response 

about  how water supplies are being m anaged to ensure 

adequate supply as dem and grows all the t im e. Allow some 

sm all credit  (2 m arks m ax)  for at tent ion to reasons for 

r ising dem and.  

Som e areas experience general shortages others seasonal 

shortage according to the pat tern of weather. Many LI Cs 

have serious water supply problems, esp. of clean water.  

Candidates can legit imately write about  water quant ity 

and/ or  water quality. Responses about  clean water supplies 

and quality cont rol will need to refer  to t reatm ent  works as 

well as water storage projects (e.g. dam  and reservoir  

const ruct ion) , water  ext ract ion schem es (e.g. from  

boreholes, r ivers, the sea) , water  t ransfer schem es ( from  

water- r ich to water-poor areas)  and pipeline networks. 

Reservoirs, boreholes, pipes, are likely to be how 

candidates see “ways.”  

Case studies of such projects and schem es, e.g. Hoover 

Dam  water to cent ral California;  water movem ent  within 

Spain;  reservoirs in wet  uplands, used properly will extend 

answers though this is not  a purely case study item  and 

max m arks/ Level3 do not  require such. 

Accept  dem and- reduct ion program m es, e.g. rat ioning and 

to relevant  current  issues, e.g.  Californian m ega-drought ;  

Middle East  & “water wars”  such as disputes over Nile 

water.  

Level Mark Descriptor 

Lev el  1  1-3 Expect  a sketchy presentat ion of sim ple points relat ing to 

ways of guaranteeing adequate supplies. Answers m ay be 

focussed on either one way out lined or a num ber of ways 

lit t le m ore than stated. Award this level for answers on 

causes of r ising dem and only. 

Lev el  2  4-6 Expect  an at tem pt  to develop a part ial considerat ion of 

valid ways of m anaging supplies to m eet  r ising dem and. 

Will be som e developm ent  of ways such as storage projects 

or water m ovem ent  schem es either in depth or breadth. 

Lev el  3  7-9 Expect  a balanced and detailed presentat ion of salient  

mater ial about  at  least  two ways (e.g. reservoir schem e;  

t reatm ent  works)  well developed. May offer case study 

mater ial and reasons for r ising water dem and. Expect  

some sense of exam inat ion/ argum ent / evaluat ion.   

 

 

 



Qu est ion  2  –  Coast a l  en v i r on m en t s  

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer Mark 

2  ( a) ( i )  

 

Sea wall 

( 1 )  

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer Mark 

2 ( a) ( i i )  

 

B  -  To hold the coast line 

( 1 )  

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer Mark 

2 ( a) ( i i i )  

 

Cost  – hard engineering cost lier  or vice-versa (1)  

 

En v i r on m en t a l  im p act  – e.g. hard engineering has 

greater environm ental impact  or vice-versa (1) ;  soft  

engineering more visually at t ract ive (1)   

( 2 )  

(1+ 1)  

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer Mark 

2 ( b ) ( i )  

 

Allocate 1 m ark to each word in term  

i.e.  

n at u r a l  =  physical or non-hum an (1) ;   

sy st em  =  e.g. cycle (1) ;  stores and flows linked (1) ;  

integrated processes (1) ;  one thing affects another (1)  

( 2 )  

(1+ 1)  

 

 



 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer Mark 

2 ( b ) ( i i )  

 

Award 1 m ark for each valid physical process ident ified 

 

e.g. wave erosion;  wave deposit ion;  longshore drift ;  

m ass m ovem ent ;  weathering. 

2nd m ark in each case for indicat ing the role of the 

process in the coastal system, e.g. longshore drift  (1)  

moves m aterial along coast line (1) .  

( 4 )  

(2 + 2)  

 

Quest ion Num ber I ndicat ive content  

2 ( c)  

 

 

This item  will hopefully be answered in case-specific terms, 

e.g. coral reef case study but  accept  up to Level 2 a 

generic response in term s of the threat  to ecosystem s 

posed by tour ism , indust r ialisat ion, agr icultural pract ices, 

deforestat ion and econom ic developm ent  generally. 

Level Mark Descriptor 

Lev el  1  1-2 Expect  som e basic points about  ecosystem  threats. Will be 

stated only and perhaps generic. Answer may be coastal 

environm ent  rather than specifically coastal ecosystem . 

Lev el  2  3-4 Expect  an at tem pt  to explain the nature and/ or cause of at  

least  one threat . Threats will be part ly developed in terms 

of range and depth. 

Lev el  3  5-6 Expect  a well-developed considerat ion of a range of threats 

(at  least  two)  set  in context  of one nam ed ecosystem  for 

which specific locat ional ecosystem  knowledge offered.   

 



 

 

Quest ion Num ber I ndicat ive content  

2  ( d )  

 

The var iety of coastal landscape is part ly due to changing 

sea level. 

 Sea level r ises result ing in ret reat ing coast lines 

(subm ergence) . Sea level r ising relat ive to the coast  

drowns the exist ing coast line creat ing new landforms, 

i.e. r ias, fj ords, new islands.  

 Sea level falls result ing in advancing coast lines 

(em ergence) . When sea level falls relat ive to the coast  

new coast line appears from  the sea giving character ist ic 

landform s, e.g. raised beaches, wave-cut  plat form s, 

relict  cliffs. 

Candidates may also write about  coastal flooding with 

r ising sea level (current ly about  2 m m  p.a. associated with 

global warm ing)  and it s im pact  on coastal lowlands, e.g. 

salt  m arshes, deltas. Responses about  m ore frequent  and 

more severe coastal flooding, the disappearance of low-

lying islands, loss of land area, acceptable. 

Too m uch reference to the causes of sea level change, i.e. 

eustat ic and isostat ic or to coastal ecosystem  impacts e.g. 

coral reefs is not  credit-worthy. 

Diagram s of relevant  landforms, e.g. fjords and examples 

e.g. Maldives, Bangladesh are credit-worthy. 

Level Mark Descriptor 

Lev el  1  1-3 Expect  a basic awareness of the im pact  of sea level change 

on coasts with a few sim ple effects stated. Answer will be 

lim ited and skewed in coverage. 

Lev el  2  4-6 Expect  sea level change to be addressed albeit  in a 

rest r icted considerat ion of it s im pact  on coastal variety. 

Som e developm ent  of key impacts, e.g. new landform s, 

coastal flooding ...  Clear but  unbalanced in term s of depth 

and/ or  breadth. 

Lev el  3  7-9 Expect  sea level change covered in reasonable depth and 

breadth with reference to both subm ergence and 

em ergence. Shows good understanding of quest ion of 

coastal var iety with developed impacts. May offer place 

examples/ case study m aterial.  May offer some at tem pt  to 

evaluate by com paring/ cont rast ing 

submergence/ em ergence in terms of determ inants of 

coastal var iety at  the top of level,  e.g. as to their relat ive 

importance in t ime and/ or space. 

 

 

 



Qu est ion  3  –  Hazar d ou s en v i r on m en t s  

 

Qu est ion  

Nu m b er  

Answer  

Mar k  

3  ( a) ( i )  

 

 

Eye 

 

Accept  cent re of hurr icane (1) ;  between 100-200 km . (1)  ( 1 )  

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer Mark 

3 ( a) ( i i )  

 

A  -  high wind 

( 1 )  

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer Mark 

3 ( a) ( i i i )  

 

visibility r ises as pressure falls (1)  or vice-versa (1) ;  high 

pressure and high visibility (1)  or vice-versa (1) . 

 

in the eye rainfall and wind speed fall as pressure falls (1)  

or vice-versa (1) ;  outside the eye falling pressure and 

increasing rainfall/ wind speed (1)  or vice-versa (1) .  

 

N.B. rainfall/ wind speed and pressure relat ionships m ore 

com plex than pressure-visibility relat ionship so eye needs 

recognising in answers to rainfall and wind speed.  

( 2 )  

(1+ 1)  

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer Mark 

3 ( b ) ( i )  

 

Award 2 m arks for full accurate definit ion,  

 

e.g. series of vibrat ions/ shock waves (1)  am ong the rocks 

in the Earth's crust  (1) . 

 

Part  definit ions, e.g. shaking ground;  Earth t rem ors;  

ground m ovem ents =  1 m ark  

( 2 )  

(1+ 1)  

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer Mark 

3 ( b ) ( i i )  

 

Credit  each valid way ident ified with 1 m ark,  

 

e.g. predict ion (1) ;  building design (1) ;  em ergency plans 

(1) ;  com m unicat ion system s (1)  

 

2nd m ark in each case for developing response so that  

m it igat ion evident , e.g. predict ion (1)  allows for 

warning/ evacuat ion (1) ;  earthquake-proof buildings (1)  

reduce chance of collapse (1)  

( 4 )  

(1+ 1)  +  

(1+ 1)  

 



 

 

Quest ion Num ber I ndicat ive content  

3  ( c)  

 

 

Volcanoes generally occur along plate boundaries, 

especially at  dest ruct ive and const ruct ive boundaries. 

Candidates will need to explain the processes taking place 

at  these two types of boundary in order to answer the 

quest ion. Diagram s of the processes occurr ing are 

appropriate as is reference to hotspot  volcanoes away from  

plate boundaries. 

Level Mark Descriptor 

Lev el  1  1-2 Expect  basic statem ents about  plate boundary locat ion or 

hotspots. May ident ify plate movem ent  at  one boundary 

type.   

Lev el  2  3-4 Expect  an at tem pt  to explain and develop points about  

plate boundary m ovem ent  process and causat ion. 

Reference m ay be one or both types of relevant  plate 

boundary. e.g. both boundary type movem ents ident ified. 

Lev el  3  5-6 Expect  both types of plate boundary to be addressed with 

process explanat ion sound and developed. May offer 

exam ples though generic explanat ions can receive m ax. 

 



 

Quest ion Num ber I ndicat ive content  

3 ( d )  

 

 

This can be a specificat ion case study quest ion – the 

comparat ive im pacts of a t ropical storm  in an LI C and an 

HI C. Reference to cont rast ing hurr icane im pact  on a West  

I ndian island and the southern states of the USA is 

appropriate. The answer should focus on “how”  the im pact  

var ies. Good answers will ident ify how the scale of an 

event ’s im pact  will tend to vary according to level of 

econom ic developm ent . Case study m aterial showing how 

an event  did actually vary in im pact  is very relevant . 

Natural disasters rather than hazard dam age are m ore 

likely in LI Cs as both short- term  and long- term  im pact . 

Good answers will dist inguish between short-  and long-

term  im pact .  

Credit  reference to hazard m anagem ent  (e.g. m it igat ion 

plans before plus act ions during and after the storm 's 

passage;  differences in predict ion and preparat ion;  early 

warning;  em ergency services;  evacuat ion)  as a result  of 

different  levels of developm ent , i.e. GDP;  governance;  

infrast ructure .. .   

Level Mark Descriptor 

Lev el  1  1-3 Expect  sim ple statem ents about  differ ing scale of impact  

between HI Cs and LI Cs or a range of im pacts not  

necessarily located in HI Cs or LI Cs. Likely to be generic 

and descript ive.   

Lev el  2  4-6 Expect  som e developm ent  of the cont rast ing im pacts as a 

result  of m anagem ent  quant ity/ quality between HI Cs and 

LI Cs, e.g. warning >  evacuat ion>  lower death toll.       

Lev el  3  7-9 Expect  both HI Cs and LI Cs addressed and a clear sense of 

case-study style m aterial offered, i.e. som e depth of 

t reatm ent  and exemplificat ion. Candidates offer responses 

assessing the cont rast ing impact , e.g. was like this in HI C 

and not  like it  was in LI C because… St rong discussions of 

comparat ive im pacts of t ropical storm s generally ( rather 

than of one as a case study)  worthy of towards the top of 

this level. Expect  som e evaluat ive rem ark for m ax mark. 



Sect ion  B Peop le an d  t h ei r  en v i r on m en t s 

 

Qu est ion  4  –  Econ om ic act iv i t y  an d  en er g y  

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer Mark 

4 ( a) ( i )  

 B  -  Biotechnology firm   ( 1 )  

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer Mark 

4 ( a) ( i i )  

 

Expect  to point  m ark with 1 m ark per valid observat ion,  

 

e.g. greenfield site (1) ;  rural (1) ;  open site (1) ;  level 

ground (1) ;  road access (1)  at t ract ive working 

environm ent  (1) ;  secure site (1) ;  potent ial labour 

force/ nearby set t lem ent  (1) ;  near university (1) ;  space 

for parking facilit ies (1) ;  cheaper land (1) ;  room  for 

expansion (1) .  

( 3 )  

(1+ 1+ 1)  

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer Mark 

4 ( b ) ( i )  

 

 

Max m ark calls for full accurate definit ion 

 

e.g. decline in the im portance of m anufactur ing (1)  in 

an indust r ialised count ry (1) . 

Award 1 m ark for part ial answers along r ight  lines.  

e.g. factories close;  less heavy indust ry . .  ( 2 )  

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer Mark 

4 ( b ) ( i i )  

 

Award 1 m ark to each valid and dist inct ive cause 

ident if ied 

 

e.g. cheaper labour elsewhere (1) ;  fewer rules and 

regulat ions elsewhere (1) ;  raw material exhaust ion (1) ;  

obsolete technology (1) ;  sector shift  (1)   

2nd m ark available in each case if factor developed into 

a full reason/ cause, e.g. cheaper Asian labour (1)  lead 

to global shift  of m anufactur ing out  of HI Cs in N. 

Am erica and W. Europe (1) .  

( 4 )  

(1+ 1)  

+ (1+ 1)  or  

(1+ 1+ 1)  

+  (1)  or  

vice versa 

 



 

Quest ion Num ber I ndicat ive content  

4 ( c)  This is a specificat ion case study quest ion – com parat ive 

study of sectoral shifts in one HI C and one LI C along the 

lines of the Clarke-Fisher model.  

An LI C with a large prim ary sector, e.g. 50%  of workforce, 

modest  secondary e.g. 20%  and tert iary sectors, e.g. 30%  

cont rasts with a HI C with its large tert iary sector, e.g. 

60% , modest  secondary sector, e.g. 20% , sm all pr imary 

sector, e.g. 10%  and em erging quaternary sector, e.g. 

10% . 

For m ax m arks this pat tern needs to be set  in the context  

of two nam ed count r ies but  should deal with explaining 

either how they differ or why differ ( i.e. reasons behind 

pre- indust r ialisat ion, indust r ialisat ion and tert iar isat ion) . 

Level Mark Descriptor 

Lev el  1  1-2 Expect  a few basic, perhaps random points about  sectoral 

size in one of more count r ies.   

Lev el  2  3-4 Expect  som e range of statem ents referr ing to the inter-

count ry cont rasts. Response will be unbalanced and part ial 

but  have som e development  and at tempt  to explain. 

Generic answers re HI Cs/ LI Cs acceptable. 

Lev el  3  5-6 Expect  a coherent  and well-developed account  of the key 

cont rasts between two nam ed exam ples with reference to 

all 3 m ain sectors. Som e evidence of using case study type 

knowledge to explain how one differs from  another 

including som e suggested reasons. Precise detailed 

knowledge of the two nam ed exam ples for top of level. 

 

 



 

Quest ion Num ber I ndicat ive content  

4 ( d )  

 

Candidates are asked about  the relat ive m erits of using 

renewables, e.g. wind, t idal,  solar  

versus non- renewables, e.g. coal,  natural gas 

so responses that  dwell on negat ive im pacts (e.g. fossil 

fuels and air pollut ion;  renewable and sm all scale)  are 

worthy of less credit  ( i.e. lim it  to Level 2 m ax if wr it ten 

purely as negat ives)  than answer writ ten in terms of 

posit ive aspects (e.g. renewables do not  give off air  

pollutants;  non- renewables are m ore efficient ) .  

Answers should focus on advantages/ benefits/ merits of 

renewable sources:  

 will not  run out  

 environm entally cleaner – low carbon 

 sustainable 

 j ob creat ion & technology encouragem ent  

 secure local supplies 

 can be less expensive to run long term . 

Som e m ay dist inguish between types of renewable source, 

e.g. biom ass renewable if usage does not  exceed 

replenishm ent  rate;  t idal and wave power jobs and 

technology in W. Scot land. 

And EI THER non- renewable source advantages e.g. 

 produce large amounts of power 

 portable and internat ionally t raded – export  earnings 

 ext ract ion supports local economy 

 can be cheaper to use 

 start-up costs can be low 

 not  always an “eyesore.”  

OR their negat ive side e.g. pollut ing;  im port-dependence … 

so m aking for debate re renewable advantages. 

Som e answers may different iate between types of non-

renewable source, e.g. oil im ports open up export  m arkets;  

secure nuclear elect r icity supplies. 

Som e m ay develop an overall support  or opposit ion 

argum ent  to one or  both energy types, e.g. renewables are 

bet ter because ...   

Level Mark Descriptor 

Lev el  1  1-3 Expect  a lim ited range of points with lit t le or no 

developm ent , e.g. renewables non-pollut ing. May offer 

negat ives/  disadvantages, e.g. renewables do not  produce 

much power.  

Lev el  2  4-6 Expect  som e developm ent  of a num ber of key points. May 

be unbalanced with focus on one of the two types of 

source. Top of Level 2 expect  evidence of som e basic 

discussion or argum ent . 

Lev el  3  7-9 Expect  a range of well-developed relevant  factors, at  least  

two with balance between renewables and non- renewables. 

At  top of Level 3, a coherent  argum ent  which evaluates 

each source type with som e judgem ent  given. 



Qu est ion  5  –  Ecosy st em s an d  r u r a l  en v i r on m en t s  

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer Mark 

5 ( a) ( i )  

 

Credit  any valid observable piece, e.g. no people (1) ;  

closed shop (1) ;  shut tered up/ abandoned property (1)   ( 1 )  

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer Mark 

5 ( a) ( i i )  

 

D  -  rural depopulat ion 

( 1 )  

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer Mark 

5 ( a) ( i i i )  

 

 rural em ploym ent  opportunit ies down because less 

farm ing employm ent  (1)  

 less farm ing em ploym ent  because of labour-saving 

m echanisat ion (1)  

 sm all farm s/ fewer tenant  farm ers as farm s have 

increased in size (1)  

 more/ cheaper imported food so less reliant  on 

hom e/ local product ion (1)  greater variety (1) .  

 

Use professional discret ion to accept  valid alternat ives.  

( 2 )  

(1+ 1)  

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer Mark 

5 ( b ) ( i )  

 

Max m arks call for full and accurate definit ion, 

 e.g. an area of valuable scenery (1)  ident ified by 

governm ent  and m anaged by an authority (1) .  

No credit  for reasons for  their  establishment . 

1 m ark answers will be part ial and m ay focus on 

protect ion or special landscape e.g. wilderness. ( 2 )  

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer Mark 

5 ( b ) ( i i )  

 

1st m arks in each case for basic factor/ reason, 

  

e.g. conservat ion (1) ;  urban visitor needs/ tourism  (1) ;  

residents' interests (1) ;  environm ental protect ion (1)  

NOT just  protect ion!  

2nd m arks available for developing it  into full reason, 

e.g. urban visitors (1)  access to enjoym ent  and 

understanding of the count ryside is prom oted (1)  or 

survival of wilderness (1)  or provide incom e for villagers 

(1) .  

( 4 )  

(1+ 1)  +  

(1+ 1)  or 

(1+ 1+ 1)  

+ 1 or vice-

versa 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Quest ion Num ber I ndicat ive content  

5 ( c)  

 

The different  types of farm ing can be classified as:  

 arable, pastoral and m ixed 

 com m ercial and subsistence 

 intensive and extensive 

 product- t it led, e.g. r ice farm ing, sheep farm ing, banana 

plantat ion 

 Candidates can focus on any one or m ore of these four 

classificat ions. Good candidates will be able to give 

m eaning to at  least  two types, preferably in the sam e 

classificat ion and relate it  in an explanatory way to a type 

of dist inct ive rural environm ent / area e.g. sheep farm ing in 

hill count ry;  arable farm ing on plains;  intensive farm ing in 

rural areas close to cit ies;  bananas in wet  t ropical 

environm ents .. .  A wide range of exam ples is acceptable 

with the thrust  being on explaining farm ing decisions in 

terms of environm ental locat ion and/ or socio-econom ic 

background. Environm ental/ socio-econom ic/  and farm ing 

cont rast  needs to be there in bet ter answers. 

Level Mark Descriptor 

Lev el  1  1-2 Expect  a few simple, perhaps random points about  farm ing 

types in different  environm ents/ societ ies e.g. lists of 

relevant  factors. 

Lev el  2  3-4 Expect  a part ial,  unbalanced account  containing an at tem pt  

to explain one or  two farm ing types with som e reference to 

environm ental/ socio-econom ic factors, e.g. landscape, 

clim ate, access, t radit ion  

Lev el  3  5-6 Expect  clear understanding of the role of environm ental 

factors in farm ing type decision-making. At  least  two 

farm ing types well explained in their  environm ental/ socio-

econom ic context . Expect  the focus to be on “why”  with 

considerat ion of nam ed type of environm ent  is fit  for  

farm ing purpose ident ified. 

 



 

Quest ion Num ber I ndicat ive content  

5 ( d )  

 

Achieving adequate food supply is a contemporary issue 

with various causes, including r ising dem and from  

cont inuing populat ion growth, especially in LI Cs where 

fam ine, m alnut r it ion and food shortages feature. Food 

supply is unequally dist r ibuted with food surpluses m ost ly 

in HI Cs while others experience shortage.  

This item  is a quest ion about  policy and not  direct ly about  

food shortage causes. Good candidates will wr ite about  

farm ing st rategies to raise product ion as well as ways to 

improve food dist r ibut ion. Tackling shortages at  the 

farm ing level involves im proved agricultural technology;  

GM crops;  HYVs;  irr igat ion schem es;  educat ion schem es ...   

Tackling shortages at  the dist r ibut ion level involves bet ter 

infrast ructure and services, improved aid managem ent , 

improved m arket  access, outbreaks of peace, bet ter  

storage... .  

Som e candidates may just ifiably recognise the role of 

factors beyond food and farm ing, e.g. bir th cont rol. Reward 

responses that  take populat ion cont rol approach, i.e. fewer 

m ouths to feed. 

Accept  responses that  refer to the variability of food supply 

within HI CS (e.g. food banks in UK) .  

Managing shortages, m ost ly in LI Cs and at tem pt ing to 

increase supply in a world of growing populat ion, r ising 

wealth and m ore ext rem e weather is a m ajor challenge.  

Level Mark Descriptor 

Lev el  1  1-3 Expect  basic, perhaps random  points about  “how”  farm ers 

m ight  raise product ion, part icularly in LI Cs or of other ways 

in which food supply can be increased. 

Lev el  2  4-6  Expect  som e developm ent  of the key st rategies/ m ethods 

farm ing and food dist r ibut ion m ay help to lim it  fam ine and 

m alnut r it ion. Answer will have lim ited range (e.g. farm ing 

st rategies only)  but  will present  som e sense in which food 

shortage is an important  contemporary issue. 

Lev el  3  7-9 Expect  a coherent  and balanced considerat ion of the 

challenge based on at  least  2-3 well-developed ways in 

which farm ing and/ or  food dist r ibut ion can cont r ibute to 

food shortage alleviat ion. Som e discussion/ evaluat ion of 

the alternat ives esp. at  top of level. Can address LI Cs only.  

 

 

 



Qu est ion  6  –  Ur b an  en v i r on m en t s  

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer Mark 

6 ( a) ( i )  

 

Credit  any valid observat ion from  Figure 6, e.g. area 

around the power stat ion has been cleared (1) ;  

evidence of building works e.g. cranes (1) ;  new m odern 

buildings (1) ;  const ruct ion site (1)  ( 1 )  

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer Mark 

6 ( a) ( i i )  

 

C im proving an urban area through investm ent  

 ( 1 )  

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer Mark 

6 ( a) ( i i i )  

 

Both m arks can be gained either if two dist inct ive points 

are m ade, e.g. close to cent ral London (1) ;  unused land 

(1) ;  close to r iver/ r iver view (1) ;  close to open, green 

space (1)  or if the two points have a valid link but  are 

different , e.g. close to cent ral London (1)  and its j obs 

(1) . Do not  expect  full developed reasons per m ark.  

( 2 )  

(1+ 1)  

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer Mark 

6 ( b ) ( i )  

 

Max m arks call for full and accurate definit ion 

 

e.g. plot  of land rural/  urban- rural fr inge (1)  that  has 

not  yet  been subject  to developm ent  (1) .  

N.B. greenfield sites can be in urban area!   

1 m ark for part  definit ions, e.g. never used land (1) ;  

natural land (1) ;  rural fr inge land (1)  ( 2 )  

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer Mark 

6 ( b ) ( i i )  

 

Allow 1 m ark for each legit im ate basic reason/ factor  

e.g. space (1) ;  at t ract ive environm ent  (1) ;  easy access 

(1) ;  no clearance (1)  

 

2nd m arks for developm ent  into fuller reason offer ing 

part ial explanat ion, e.g. 

 easy access (1)  for deliver ies from outside local 

area (1)  

 space (1)  for car parking at t racts customers (1) .  

 room  for  expansion (1)  increased product ion (1)  

 at t ract ive environm ent (1)  helps recruit  staff who 

favour pleasant  working condit ions (1) .  

( 4 )  

(1+ 1)  +  

(1+ 1)  or 

(1+ 1+ 1)  +  

(1)  or vice 

versa 

 

 

 

 



Quest ion Num ber I ndicat ive content  

6 ( c)  

 

Candidates are asked to refer to either HI Cs or LI Cs 

though not  asked to explicit ly state which. Credit  generic 

answers or context-specific work as long as context  clear. 

The problem s facing rapidly growing urban areas whether 

LI C or HI C can be sim ilar e.g. t raffic congest ion, air  

pollut ion … Good answers can be generic though problem s 

must  relate to rapidly growing urban areas rather than 

urban areas in general e.g. deindust r ialisat ion, areas of 

decline/ deprivat ion… Expect  answers part icular ly in LI Cs to 

include m ent ion of congest ion, adequate t ransport  

provision, sufficient  em ploym ent  opportunit ies, st reet  

cr ime, under-provision of public services, low 

environm ental quality…. With regard to HI C urban areas, 

accept  issues associated with econom ic overheat ing, e.g. 

housing affordability;  high cost  of liv ing, as well as the 

usual pressure on resources problem s.  

Level Mark Descriptor 

Lev el  1  1-2 Expect  basic points lacking appropriate explanat ion, 

perhaps problem (s)  m erely listed and generic in nature. 

Lev el  2  3-4 Expect  som e developm ent  of ident ified problems with a 

part ial at tempt  to explain. There will som e depth or som e 

range but  answer will lack balance. LI C or HI C context  m ay 

be offered. 

Lev el  3  5-6 Expect  an expanded answer with at  least  two well-

developed problem s set  in an LI C or HI C context .  Som e 

gener ic responses neither HI C or LI C-specific may reach 

this level. Explanat ion must  be present  and examples m ay 

be offered. 

 



 

Quest ion Num ber I ndicat ive content  

6 ( d )  

 

Planners, polit icians (both cent ral governm ent  and local 

comm unity leaders) , property developers and indust r ialists 

are key stakeholders in urban rebranding through the 

decisions they m ake. 

Good answers will either im plicit ly or explicit ly show 

understanding that  rebranding involves changing the 

outside world's view of an urban area. This is likely to 

require regenerat ion that  covers both renewal ( i.e. 

upgrading old buildings)  and redevelopm ent  ( i.e. 

demolit ion and new buildings) . 

Candidates will need to consider how stakeholders init iate 

ideas for the future of an area, grant  perm ission to build 

and change land use, find funding, m arket  an area's 

image… 

Rebranding and regenerat ion is a process in which various 

stakeholders play a part ;  the quest ion asks for the part  

played by som e to be considered. Exam ples from  a 

regenerated and rebranded city may be helpful e.g. the 

part  being played by the university building program m es in 

UK inner cit ies. Expect  evaluat ion of the relat ive roles at  

the top level e.g. UK cent ral governm ent ’s “northern 

powerhouse”  init iat ive v. work of local business com m unity. 

Level Mark Descriptor 

Lev el  1  1-3  Expect  either ident ificat ion of legit im ate decision 

makers/ stakeholders or a basic awareness of the urban 

rebranding ( regenerat ion)  process with som e simple, 

perhaps random  points possibly related to either 

rebranding or regenerat ion. 

Lev el  2  4-6 Expect  a clear but  part ial considerat ion of the process in 

which there is som e range or depth but  im balance, e.g. 

focus on one aspect  or decision m aker/ stakeholder. There 

will be som e developm ent  of one or m ore stakeholder ’s 

role and exam ples may be offered at  the top of the level. 

Lev el  3  7-9 Expect  a sound and fair ly comprehensive presentat ion of 

the process with som e depth and range, e.g. the role of at  

least  two different  decision-m akers is recognised and 

developed in terms of how they influence the 

regenerat ion/ rebranding process. An ident ified exam ple 

may be offered. Expect  som e evaluat ion of roles, e.g. how 

significant , degree of com parison .. .esp. at  top of level. 

 

 

 



Sect ion  C   Pr act i ca l  Geog r ap h ical  En q u i r y  

 

Qu est ion  7  Riv er  En v i r on m en t s Fie ld w or k  

 

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer Mark 

7 ( a) ( i )  

 

B  -  invertebrates can be indicators of pollut ion levels 

( 1 )  

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer Mark 

7 ( a) ( i i )  

 

“… this invest igat ion refers to a r iver water quality 

invest igat ion. 

Point  mark either 3x1 for relevant  equipm ent  list ing 

e.g. base map (1) ;  pH chem ical test ing kit  (1) ;  net  (1) ;  

collect ion jars/ beaker (1) ;  test  tubes (1) ;  small white 

inspect ion dish (1) ;  ident ificat ion sheets (1) ;  secchi disc 

(1) ;  hand lens (1) ;  gloves (1) ;  stat ionary whether 

individual item s (1)  .. .  

 

Or award 2 m arks where one nam ed piece of equipm ent 

(1)  is either also described or its purpose given, 

e.g. 

 net  (1)  used for dipping to ext ract  sam ples of water 

and its contents (1)  

 I D sheets (1)  show diagrams of m ain species of 

invertebrates (1)  

 

Full marks always require the ident if icat ion of at  least  

two pieces of equipm ent .  

( 3 )  

(1+ 1+ 1)  

or (1+ 1)  +  

1 

 



 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer Mark 

7 ( a) ( i i i )  

 

Ensure sources are secondary i.e. published/ non-

original for credit .  Source needs ident ifying for 3-4 

m arks. 1-2 m arks for up to 2 types of secondary data 

and a further 1-2 m arks for linking to their valid 

sources. 

Data can relate to:   

  pre- fieldwork background planning inform at ion 

e.g. NRA (1)  water depth or speed (1) ;  OS Map (1)  

ease of access to water (1)  

 actual water  quality/ fieldwork or associated data 

e.g. previous water quality studies (1) ;  local 

Planning Dept . searches (1) ;  Meteorological Office 

(1)  with 2nd m arks once valid sources ident ified for 

init ial mark for developm ent  so that  it  clear why 

research appropriate.  

 Valid to respond in r isk assessm ent  and health & 

safety terms from a secondary source e.g. Met  

Office but  only to one source, e.g. water depth (1)  

to avoid drowning in case fell in (1) .  Prim ary r isk 

assessm ents not  acceptable though previous one 

would be. Developm ent  m arks need to be as 

dist inct ive as init ial marks!  

Previous water qualit y studies (1)  give a fram ework to 

com pare and cont rast  (1) .  

( 4 )  

(1+ 1)+ (1

+ 1)  

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer Mark 

7 ( b ) ( i )  

 

Point  mark an appropriate pH value collect ion m ethod 

reserving 1 m ark for point  that  m ethod repeated at  2 

other sites. Suggest  other 3 m arks awarded as follows:  

 

water sam ple(1) ;  m ix with .. .  (1)  universal indicator / pH 

kit  chem icals ;  colour chart  use (1)  i.e. 3 basic stages 

with 1 m ark each. 

( 4 )  

(1+ 1+  

1+ 1)  



 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer Mark 

7 ( b ) ( i i )  

 

Expect  responses referr ing to data collat ion and 

storage, e.g. spreadsheets and/ or data presentat ion 

  

e.g. graphs/ diagram s. Max m arks can be for both or 

either one and awarded on a points basis 

 

e.g. developed a spreadsheet  (1)  to collate data 

collected (1)  so that  easily ret r ieved (1)  choose which 

to represent  graphically (1)  Accept  responses that  

include research, design and/ or presentat ion as valid for 

credit .  

( 3 )  

(1+ 1+ 1)  

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer Mark 

7 ( b ) ( i i i )  

 

1 m ark per each of following:  

 both axes labelled, e.g. species num ber;  site (1)  

 accuracy of plot t ing of m ayfly data – 15 & 0 by, e.g. 

dot  or vert ical line graph or bars or divided bar (1)  

   dit to for maggot  data – 0 & 5 (1)  

    “         “  blood worm data – 1 & 6 (1)  

Accuracy required for credit .  

( 4 )  

(1+ 1+  

1+ 1)  

 



 

Quest ion Num ber I ndicat ive content  

7 ( b ) ( i v )  

 

Conclusions should relate to all the data (Fig. 7b)  not  just  

that  presented in Fig. 7c. The following conclusions on 

var iat ion can be reached from  an analysis of Fig. 7b:  

 pH drops from  site 1 to site 3, i.e. water  becom es m ore 

acidic 

 visual state quality drops 

 m ost  anim als where plants and pH neut ral 

 blood worm ( indicat ive of high pollut ion)  where state of 

r iver was poor and water m ost  acidic   

N.B. cased caddis, mayfly & shr imps tend to indicate lower 

pollut ion levels. 

Water quality can be said to im prove from  1 to 3 and then 

clear ly deteriorates from  3 to 7. 

Bet ter answers will see links and relat ionships between 

listed bullet-points and perhaps raise the possibility that  

factors other than pollut ion (e.g. water velocity . . .)  m ay be 

responsible for the freshwater animal populat ion. 

Level Mark Descriptor 

Lev el  1  1-2 Expect  basic, perhaps random  observat ions from  the data. 

Points may be m erely based on Fig. 7c only. 

Lev el  2  3-4 Expect  som e developm ent  of basic points but  answer will 

be part ial in term s of depth and range. At tem pts to draw at  

least  one conclusion of var iat ion as opposed to m ere site 

by site descript ions at  top of level. 

Lev el  3  5-6 Expect  an expanded answer with at  least  two well-

developed concluding statements. Will support  statem ents 

with data and/ or m ay use simple descript ive stat ist ics such 

as a m ean. Conclusions reached show evidence of links 

and relat ionships across the data. 

 



Qu est ion  8  Hazar d ou s en v i r on m en t s f ie ld w o r k  

 

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer Mark 

8 ( a) ( i )  

 

C -  Because there are opportunit ies for act ion at  all 

three stages ( 1 )  

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer Mark 

8 ( a) ( i i )  

 

“  ….this invest igat ion”  refers to interviewing to collect  

peoples’ views. 

Point  mark either 3x1 for relevant  equipm ent  list ing for 

interviewing, e.g. base m ap (1) ;  stat ionary inc. 

individual item s (1) ;  personal I D (1) ;  clipboard (1) ;  

voice recorder (1) ;  m obile phone/ cam era (1)  

Or award 2 m arks where ident ified piece of equipm ent  

(1)  is either also described or its purpose given, 

e.g.  

 clipboard (1)  to enable recording during interview 

(1)  

 voice recorder (1)  into which interviewee speaks 

their  responses (1)  

 

Full marks always require the ident if icat ion of at  least  

two pieces of equipm ent . 

Allow for other than st reet  interviews, e.g. postal;  

fam ily & fr iends ...  and credit  accordingly   

( 3 )  

(1+ 1+ 1)  

 



 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer Mark 

8 ( a) ( i i i )  

 

Ensure sources are secondary i.e. published/ non-

original for credit .  Look to award 1-2 m arks for 

ident ifying the type of secondary data and a further 1-2 

marks for their nam ed source e.g. local governm ent . 

 

Data can relate to:  

 pre- fieldwork background planning inform at ion e.g. 

best  day or t im e of day (1) ;  place select ion (1) ;  

ease of access to locat ion (1) ;  perm ission to 

interview (1)  

 actual interview/ fieldwork or associated data e.g. 

previous quest ionnaire surveys (1) ;  local Planning 

Dept . searches (1)  

 

2nd m arks once valid sources ident if ied for init ial m ark 

for developm ent  so that  it  clear why research 

appropriate. Valid to respond in r isk assessm ent  and 

health & safety term s by ident ifying a source from  

which r isks can be assessed but  prim ary r isk 

assessm ent  not  acceptable. Such r isks to relate to only 

one source 

e.g. Local police (1)  safe place select ion (1) .  

Developm ent  m arks need to be as dist inct ive as init ial 

m arks!  

Previous quest ionnaire surveys (1)  to check how 

distance-decay can affect  results (1) .  

( 4 )  

(1+ 1)  +  

(1+ 1)  

 
Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer Mark 

8 ( b ) ( i )  

 

Figure 8b stem  refers to two locat ions and im plies st reet  

or residence survey. Reserve 1 mark to basic idea of 

suitable site(s)  chosen. 

 

Suggest  other 3 m arks awarded as follows:  

 

representat ive sampling (1) ;  quest ioning/ opinion-giving 

(1) ;  recording of views (1) . These 3 stages can be 

applied to st reet  interviewing of pedest r ians or other 

m eans of interviewing residents of an area. 

( 4 )  

(1+ 1+  

1+ 1)  

 



 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer Mark 

8 ( b ) ( i i )  

 

Expect  responses referr ing to data collat ion and 

storage, e.g. spreadsheets and/ or data presentat ion, 

e.g. graphs/ diagram s. Max m arks can be for both or 

either one and awarded on a points basis, e.g. 

developed a spreadsheet  (1)  to collate data collected 

(1)  so that  data easily ret r ievable (1)  can choose which 

to present  graphically (1)   

Accept  responses that  include research, design and/ or 

presentat ion as valid for credit .  

( 3 )  

(1+ 1+ 1)  

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer Mark 

8 ( b ) ( i i i )  

 

1 m ark per each of following:  

 

 both axes labelled accurately, e.g. num bers;  

before/ during/ after (1)  

 accuracy of plot t ing/ clarity of m anagem ent  quality 

before event  – 9, 10 & 1, e.g. bars or divided bar (1) 

  dit to for during event  – 11,6 & 3 (1)   

  dit to for after event  – 13, 6 & 1 (1)  

Accuracy required for credit .  

( 4 )  

(1+ 1 

+ 1+ 1)  

 



 

Quest ion Num ber I ndicat ive content  

8 ( b ) ( i v )  

 

Conclusions should relate to all the data (Fig. 8b)  not  just  

that  presented in Fig. 8c. The following conclusions can be 

reached from an analysis of Fig. 8b:  

 views at  10 km  away m ore favourable than at  1 km  

away for all three t im es 

 during and after m anagem ent  generally best  received 

 closest  to event  m anagem ent  least  good 

 lots of no opinions at  both locat ions, especially for 

before event  m anagem ent  

 after  the event  seem s to be well managed at  10 km  

 before m anagem ent  generally the m ost  neut ral 

 m ore people ident ify poorly m anaged during the event . 

Bet ter answers will int roduce the reasons why 

managem ent  was considered poor (e.g. lack of predict ion 

& warning before the event ) , link it  to distance from  the 

event  (e.g. 10 people at  1 km  from  event  unhappy with 

em ergency supplies)  and support  their  conclusions with 

data. 

Level Mark Descriptor 

Lev el  1  1-2 Expect  basic, perhaps random  observat ions from  the data. 

Points may be m erely based on Fig. 8c only. 

Lev el  2  3-4 Expect  som e developm ent  of basic points but  answer will 

be part ial in term s of depth and range. At tem pts to draw at  

least  one conclusion. 

Lev el  3  5-6 Expect  an expanded answer with at  least  two well-

developed statem ents. May support  statem ents with data 

and/ or  use sim ple descript ive stat ist ics such as a m ean. 

Evidence of links and relat ionships between the data 

reached. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Qu est ion  9  Ecosy st em s an d  r u r a l  en v i r on m en t s f ie ld w o r k  

 

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer Mark 

9 ( a) ( i )  

 

C -  quadrat  

( 1 )  

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer Mark 

9 ( a) ( i i )  

 

“… this piece of equipm ent ”  refers to a quadrat . 

Allocate 1 m ark to each of following:  

lay on ground (1) ;  easier if ground flat  (1) ;  work square 

by square (1) ;  ident ify species in square (1) ;  assess % s 

of species and bare ground in each square (1) .   

 

Max m arks available if callipers, augur or m et re ruler ’s 

role in ecosystem  invest igat ions described (avoiding 

double j eopardy re 9ai where candidate fails to ident ify 

quadrat ) . Award on a 4x1 m ark basis as above e.g. 

m et re ruler to m easure soil depth (1) ;  use along with 

augur (1) ;  place on ground alongside augur (1) ;  read 

off soil hor izon depths/ total soil depth (1)  

( 4 )  

(1+ 1+  

1+ 1)  

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer Mark 

9 ( a) ( i i i )  

 

Allocate 1 m ark to one nam ed sam pling st rategy 

 

e.g. system at ic (1) ;  random  (1) ;  st rat ified (1) . 

Award up to 2 further m arks for out lining it s use in 

ecosystem  component  fieldwork, 

 

e.g. random sam pling (1)  use of random num bers table 

(1) ;  use random  num bers on gr id square (1)  created 

with two tapes (1) .  

Mark use of st rategy on points basis. 

Accept  large sam ple as a st rategy.  

( 3 )  

(1+ 1+ 1)  

 



 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer Mark 

9 ( b ) ( i )  

 

Chart  needs 4 lines in addit ion to the 0 line at  12 

o’clock. 

Allocate 1 m ark to each of these 4 lines provided the 

resultant  slices appropr iately labelled with plant  nam e 

 

e.g. clockwise from 12 o’clock 10% - line separat ing 

bilberry from  grass (1)  50% - line separat ing grass from  

heather (1) ;  60% - line separat ing heather from  lichen;  

85% - line separat ing lichen from  bracken. 

 

Max m ark needs 4 accurate lines and 5 correct  labels. 

Without  labelling m ax of 1 m ark. 3 m arks where one 

label m issing. 

 

Accept  pie complet ion where species plot ted with 

largest  %  at  12 o’clock, i.e. grass and others arranged 

clockwise according to size. Max m ark rule above st ill 

applies.  

( 4 )  

(1+ 1+  

1+ 1)  

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer Mark 

9 ( b ) ( i i )  

Ty p e 1  

i t em  

Award 1 m ark for nam ing a sim ple stat ist ical technique,  

 

e.g. m ean (1) ;  m ode (1) ;  m edian (1) ;  average (1) ;  

best- fit  line (1) ;  t rend line/ t rend (1) ;  correlat ion (1)  

Rem aining 2 m arks to be awarded on a points basis for 

out lining its use with the data in Figure 9b, e.g. 

 m ean (1)  calculate m ean over the 3 sites (1)  for 

each plant  species (1) . 

 correlat ion (1)  simply correlate soil depth and soil pH 

(1)  negat ive correlat ion as depth increases pH falls 

(1)  

( 3 )  

(1+ 1+ 1)  

 



 

 

Quest ion Num ber I ndicat ive content  

9 ( b ) ( i i i )  

 

Conclusions should relate to all the data, i.e. Fig. 9b, and 

not  just  that  presented, i.e. Fig. 9c.  

 

Key plant  diversity conclusions are:  

 predom inant  species at  1 grass, at  2 heather and at  3 

sphagnum  m oss 

 all species present  at  site 2 

 least  diversity at  site 3 

 site 1 is plant- r ich and balanced but  site 2 most  

biodiverse 

Reasons for this range of diversity m ay be related to the 

abiot ic com ponents of each site, e.g. 

 shallowest  soil where slope steepest  and 

heather/ bilberry/ ling dom inate 

 deep, peaty soil where gradient  shallowest  and 

sphagnum  dom inates 

Bet ter answers will offer biot ic-abiot ic relat ionships evident  

in the data as well as data support  for  these conclusions. 

Sum m ary of data for the 3 sites:  

SI TE 1 :  lowest  alt itude (300m )  

             “m edium”  soil depth (700cm )  

             “m edium”  slope (1: 30)  

            m ost  neut ral pH of 6 

            grass dom inant  but  all species except  sphagnum 

SI TE 2 :  “m edium”  alt itude (400m)  

            steepest  slope (1: 20)  

            shallowest  soil (50cm )  

            “m edium”  pH of 5.5 

           m ost  diversity with all species (heather dom inant )  

SI TE 3 :  highest  alt itude (450m )  

            shallowest  slope (1: 50)  

            deepest  soil (1m)  

            lowest  pH of 4 (most  acidic)  

            lest  diversity, most ly sphagnum            

Level Mark Descriptor 

Lev el  1  1-2 Expect  basic, perhaps random  observat ions from  the data. 

Points may be m erely based on Figure 9c only. 

Lev el  2  3-4 Expect  som e developm ent  of basic points but  answer will 

be part ial in term s of depth and range. At tem pts to draw at  

least  one conclusion. 

Lev el  3  5-6 Expect  an expanded answer with at  least  two well-

developed statem ents. May support  statem ents with data. 

Evidence of links and relat ionships between the data 

reached. 

 



 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer Mark 

9 ( b ) ( iv )  

 

This item  seeks to get  candidates to appreciate that  the 

accuracy of conclusions depends on:  

 

 the ent ire fieldwork process (1)  e.g. the accuracy 

and reliability of the prim ary data collect ion (1) ;  the 

appropriateness of the equipm ent  (1) ;  the suitability 

of the sites (1)  sam ple size (1)   

 the post- fieldwork processes:  data-conclusions 

match (1) ;  addit ional research inform at ion sought  

(1) ;  other secondary sources used (1) ;  fit  

geographical “ theory”  (1)  

Max of 3 m arks for evaluat ing fieldwork process or 

reviewing post- fieldwork stage. Max m ark answers to 

address both aspects.  

( 4 )  

(1+ 1+  

1+ 1)  

 

 

 

 



Qu est ion  1 0  Ur b an  En v i r on m en t s Fie ld w or k  

 

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer Mark 

1 0 ( a) ( i )  

 

C -  town st reet  plan  

( 1 )  

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer Mark 

1 0 ( a) ( i i )  

 

“… this resource”  refers to a st reet  plan. 

Allocate 1 m ark to each of following roles:  m eans of 

t ransect  select ion (1) ;  sam pling site select ion along 

t ransect  (1) ;  collat ing group work, e.g. m eet ing points 

(1) ;  recording sheet , e.g. land use (1) .  

Credit  any other valid and dist inct ive role. 

Max m ark available for reference to student  sketch 

map, Goad shopping plan, OS m ap ext ract  on a 4x1 

mark basis 

e.g. OS m ap ext ract  :  choose t ransect  (1) ; site  

select ion (1) ;  navigate on day (1) ;  source of land use 

inform at ion (1) . 

( 4 )  

(1+ 1+  

1+ 1)  

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer Mark 

1 0 ( a) ( i i i )  

 

Allocate 1 m ark to one nam ed sam pling st rategy, e.g. 

system at ic (1) ;  random (1) ;  st rat ified (1) .  

Award up to 2 fur ther m arks for out lining its use in EQ 

fieldwork, 

e.g. system at ic sam pling (1)  representat ive t ransect  

line (1)  group size large enough to give enough EQ 

scores at  each assessm ent  site to be stat ist ically 

significant  (1) .  

Mark use of st rategy on points basis, e.g. num ber of 

sites on t ransect ;  t im e dim ension, credit-worthy aspect  

of sam pling st rategy. 

Accept  large sam ple as a st rategy.  

( 3 )  

(1+ 1+ 1)  

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer Mark 

1 0 ( b ) ( i )  

 

Four lines needing plot t ing for complet ion. Allocate 1 

mark to each of the 4 lines and its at tendant  label 

 

i.e. line at  1 separat ing cleanliness from  noise level (1) ;  

line at  5 separat ing noise level and building condit ion 

(1) ;  line at  8 separat ing building condit ion and safety 

(1) ;  line at  10 separat ing safety and visual appeal (1) .  

 

Max m ark requires 4 lines plot ted and 5 correct  labels. 

Without  any labelling max of 1. 3 m arks where one 

label m issing.  

( 4 )  

(1+ 1+  

1+ 1)  



 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer Mark 

1 0 ( b ) ( i i )  

 

Award 1 m ark for nam ing a sim ple stat ist ical technique 

 

e.g. m ean (1) ;  m ode (1) ;  m edian (1) ;  average (1) ;  

best- fit  line (1) ;  t rend line/ t rend (1) ;  correlat ion (1)   

Rem aining two m arks to be award on a points basis for 

out lining its use with the data in Figure 10b,  

e.g.  

 m ean (1)  calculate m ean score for each site (1)  by 

.. . .  (1)  

 m ode (1)  m ost  frequent  score (1)  at  site .. .  is… (1)  

( 3 )  

(1+ 1+ 1)  

 

Quest ion Num ber I ndicat ive content  

1 0 ( b ) ( i i i )  

 

Conclusions should relate to all the data, i.e. Fig. 10b, and 

not  just  that  presented, i.e. Fig. 10c. Key conclusions are:  

 site 2 has highest  overall quality though noise given 

m odest  score 

 general quality lowest  at  site 1 with cleanliness and 

safety real issues 

 site 3 a m ixed bag of scores 

 significant  between sites re cleanliness, building 

condit ion and safety 

Look for  responses that  sum m arise, com pare and cont rast  

the three sites. Bet ter answers will also offer data support  

for these conclusions and perhaps apply general findings to 

their knowledge of CBD edges, shopping high st reets and 

town cent re m arket  areas, i.e.  seek to explain general 

pat tern. 

Level Mark Descriptor 

Lev el  1  1-2 Expect  basic, perhaps random  observat ions from  the data. 

Points may be m erely based on Figure 10c only. 

Lev el  2  3-4 Expect  som e developm ent  of basic points but  answer will 

be part ial in term s of depth and range. At tem pts to draw at  

least  one conclusion. 

Lev el  3  5-6 Expect  an expanded answer with at  least  two well-

developed statem ents. May support  statem ents with data 

and seek to explain EQ variat ions ident ified. Evidence of 

links and relat ionships between the data reached (general 

pat tern) . 

 



 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer Mark 

1 0 ( b ) ( i v )  

 

This item  seeks to get  candidates to appreciate that  the 

accuracy of conclusions depends on:  

 the ent ire fieldwork process (1)  e.g. the accuracy 

and reliability of the prim ary data collect ion (1) ;  the 

appropriateness of the equipm ent  (1) ;  the suitability 

of the sites (1)  sam ple size (1)  

 the post- fieldwork processes:  data-conclusions 

match (1) ;  addit ional research inform at ion sought  

(1) ;  other secondary sources used (1) ;  fit  

geographical “ theory”  (1)   

Max of 3 m arks for evaluat ing fieldwork process or 

reviewing post- fieldwork stage. Max m ark answers to 

address both aspects.  

( 4 )  

(1+ 1 

+ 1+ 1)  

 



Sect ion  D  Glob al  i ssu es 

 

Qu est ion  1 1  –  Fr ag i le  en v i r on m en t s  

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer Mark 

1 1 ( a) ( i )  

 

C -  1980s 

( 1 )  

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer Mark 

1 1 ( a) ( i i )  

 

Credit  up to two significant  and observable t rends,  

e.g. 

 above long- term  average before 1970 (1)  

 below long- term  average post-1970 (1)  

 decline 1951-1985 (1)  

 errat ic (e.g. anom alies)  since 1985 

 

( 2 )  

(1+ 1)  

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer Mark 

1 1 ( a) ( i i i )  

 

Credit  any valid stated effect  (1)  or  developed effect  (2)  

 

e.g. drought  (1) ;  soil dam age (1) ;  wildlife changes (1)  

or drought  (1)  causes decline in vegetat ion (1)  

soil erosion (1)  increases with drought  (1)  

soil erosion (1)  encourages desert ificat ion (1)  

Credit  legit imate effects in years when rainfall higher 

e.g. bet ter harvest  (1)  

( 2 )  

(1+ 1)  

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer Mark 

1 1 ( b ) ( i )  

 

Max m ark requires full and accurate definit ion 

 

e.g. the felling (1)  and clearance (1)  of forested land. 

Part ial but  valid statem ents, e.g. cut t ing down t rees (1)  

burning (1) .. No m arks for  exam ples.  

( 2 )  

(1+ 1)  

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer Mark 

1 1 ( b ) ( i i )  Allocate 1 m ark to each valid and dist inct ive cause 

ident ified  

 

e.g. t im ber ext ract ion (1) ;  agriculture/ ranching/ oil palm  

plantat ions (1) ;  m ining (1) ;  t ransport  (1) ;  set t lem ent  

(1)  

 

2nd m arks for out lining/ expanding linked to 1st m ark so 

that  cause clear, e.g. road building (1)  across forest  

requires t rees to be felled & cleared (1)  

( 4 )  

(1+ 1+  

1+ 1)  

 



 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer Mark 

1 1 ( b ) ( i i i )  

 

Reserve 1 mark for clar ificat ion of sustainability, i.e. 

forest  conserved for future as well as used today (1) .   

Comm ercial t im ber market  is global so internat ional 

cooperat ion essent ial if forests to be m anaged 

sustainably (1) . Conserving forests will only work if all 

in the com m ercial t imber chain support  it ,  e.g. overseas 

t im ber buying com panies (1) ;  individual custom ers of 

t im ber products (1) ;  internat ional t imber organisat ions 

involved with sustainable sources (1) ;  kite m arking of 

t im ber from  sustainable sources (1)  Up to 3 m arks 

available for out lining the role of internat ional 

cooperat ion. 

I nternat ional act ion over global warm ing has a 

sustainable forest  m anagem ent  dim ension. Accept  

responses (m ax 2 m arks)  adopt ing this global warm ing 

stance, e.g. UN pressure to conserve carbon sinks;  aid 

in return for deforestat ion slow-down deals. 

( 4 )  

(1+ 1+  

1+ 1)  

 

 



 

 

Quest ion Num ber I ndicat ive content  

1 1 ( c)  

 

The final bullet  point  in Figure 11b offers a start  to this 

answer. Candidates should address the problem s/ threats to 

people ( “human society” )  and environm ents ( “natural life-

support  system s” )  from  cont inued tem perature r ise and 

changes to the wider clim ate. The focus should be on why:  

 people are threatened e.g. spread of t ropical diseases;  

coastal flooding from  rising sea levels;  m igrat ions in 

search of water;  fam ines and food shortage from  

droughts 

 environm ents are threatened e.g. ecosystem changes 

from  vegetat ion fires;  warm er oceans and m arine 

ext inct ions;  impacts on wildlife of ext rem e weather 

events 

The consequences of global warm ing and clim ate change 

are m ixed and much depends on locat ion and context .  

Level Mark Descriptor 

Lev el  1  1-2 Expect  basic, perhaps random  yet  valid points of 

consequence. Likely to sketchy and unbalanced in terms of 

people and environm ents. 

Lev el  2  3-4 Expect  a part ial and unbalanced at tem pt  to explain with 

som e developm ent  of basic points of consequence. Som e 

range or depth offered but  can be unbalanced with 

at tent ion to either people or environm ents only. 

Lev el  3  5-6 Expect  an expanded answer with som e range, depth and 

balance. Two well-developed consequences will at  least  be 

offered. Expect  at tent ion to both people and environm ents. 

 



 

Quest ion Num ber I ndicat ive content  

1 1 ( d )  

 

I nternat ional policy to protect  climate is a specificat ion 

case study item , although whereas no case study m ater ial 

is asked for, m aterial relat ing to actual m easures taken will 

help the answer.  

Candidates should know of the UN view that  2 degrees C. 

is a safe threshold and that  the work of the UNI PCC 

(United Nat ions I ntergovernm ental Panel on Climate 

Change)  to hold warm ing to that  threshold, e.g. Paris 2015 

Conference. 

Measures since 1988 to reduce global warm ing, including 

the Kyoto Protocol (1997) , have been general at tem pts to 

reduce greenhouse gas em issions. HI Cs have been working 

towards targets to cut  carbon dioxide em issions to 1990 

levels. Cut t ing em issions has involved encouraging 

renewable sources of energy;  afforestat ion;  changing 

agricultural pract ices;  installing clean technology in cars, 

power stat ions;  energy efficiency schem es in hom es;  

carbon credits market ;  carbon capture 

Bet ter candidates will at tem pt  to comm ent  on the 

effect iveness and outcom es of these m easures to cut  

em issions, e.g. patchy take-up internat ionally;  the react ion 

in the USA, I ndia & China to UNI PCC init iat ives 

Level Mark Descriptor 

Lev el  1  1-3 Expect  a basic awareness of the point  of the quest ion. 

Sketchy response including a few sim ple act ions. 

Lev el  2  4-6 Expect  som e developm ent  of the answer with valid 

observat ions but  unbalanced and rest r icted in range and/ or 

depth. Som e at tempt  to address specific m easures, 

perhaps in a space-generic sense. 

Lev el  3  7-9 Expect  som e depth of t reatm ent  with a coherent  

explanat ion of specific m easures, at  least  two. Som e 

evidence of evaluat ion of m easures esp. at  top of level. 

Shows good understanding of topic of t rying to m it igate 

global warm ing by em issions cont rol.  Measures can be 

generic or count ry-specific. Expect  an evaluat ive rem ark 

for m ax m ark.   



Qu est ion  1 2  –  Glob al i sat ion  an d  m ig r at ion  

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer Mark 

1 2 ( a) ( i )  

 

Europe (1)  

( 1 )  

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer Mark 

1 2 ( a) ( i i )  

 

C -  410 000 

( 1 )  

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer Mark 

1 2 ( a) ( i i i )  

 

Credit  any one of following points:  

 

operates in 150/ m any count r ies (1) ;  em ploys worldwide 

170 000 outside I ndia (1) ;  Figure 12a shows employees 

in 8 m ajor regions of the world (1) .  ( 1 )  

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer Mark 

1 2 ( a) ( i v )  

 

Credit  basic valid point  with 1 mark up to m ax of 2 

 

e.g. m ajor employer (1) ;  m ajor exporter (1)  

Max m ark also for one fully developed point , e.g. m ajor 

em ployer (1)  providing earnings and spending power for 

410 000 I ndian workers (1) .  

( 2 )  

(1+ 1)  

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer Mark 

1 2 ( b ) ( i )  

 

Max m arks require full and accurate definit ion 

 

e.g. tourism  that  aim s to conserve fragile ecosystem s 

(1)  and provide jobs and incom e for local people (1) .  

 

Part ial yet  valid statem ents =  1 m ark e.g.  

environm entally- fr iendly tourism  (1) ;  a sustainable form  

of tourism  (1)  ..  

( 2 )  

(1+ 1)  

 



 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer Mark 

1 2 ( b ) ( i i )  

 

Accept  any valid sustainable tourism  project  as 

ecotourism , e.g. Galapagos, Bhutan ...  although no 

direct  credit  for nam e. Point  mark descr ipt ive points 

applicable to a nam ed project , e.g. regulat ions (1) ;  

policing environm ental im pact  policy (1) ;  cont rol tourist  

num bers (1) ;  close relat ionship with local comm unity 

(1) ;  environm entally-conscious t ransport  (1) ;  funding 

local economy/ using local sources (1)  

 

2nd m arks can be for developed points  

e.g. area made a Nat ional Park with regulat ions on 

tourists (1)  no rem oval of natural m ater ials such as 

plants (1) .   

( 4 )  

(1+ 1+  

1+ 1)  

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer Mark 

1 2 ( b ) ( i i i )  

 

Credit  each valid factor with 1 mark  

 

e.g. increased leisure t im e (1) ;  modern air  t ransport  

(1) ;  m arket ing (1) ;  increasing wealth (1)   

 

2nd m arks in each case where factor developed into full 

reason, e.g. 

 m odern air  t ransport  (1)  jet  aeroplanes m ean 

nowhere m ore than about  24 hours t ravel t im e away 

(1) .  

 increasing wealth (1)  overseas t ravel and 

accommodat ion increasingly affordable to increasing 

num bers of people (1) . 

( 4 )  

(1+ 1+  

1+ 1)  or 

(1+ 1+ 1)  +  

1 or vice-

versa 

 



 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

I ndicat ive content  

1 2 ( c)  

 

Modern product ion from  comm odity acquisit ion to finished 

product ion sale tends to fit  into a chain of act ivit ies, often 

cover ing different  locat ions, perhaps across the world. Chains 

now tend to be m ore com mon and longer. The internat ionalised 

nature of many of these chains has gone hand- in-hand with the 

r ise of the global economy, i.e. the fact  that  nat ional econom ies 

are now so linked and intertwined into one worldwide econom ic 

system. Good candidates will make clear the m eaning of 

globalisat ion, i.e. interdependence of count r ies. I n order to 

explain why this growing interdependence has gone hand- in-hand 

with the growth of comm odity chains, candidates should consider 

the following factors:  

 there is m ore global t rade ( im ports/ exports)  as com panies 

seek to access overseas m arkets for  their  products, e.g. free 

t rade zones such as EU 

 more foreign investm ent  as capital movem ents internat ionally 

are easier and encouraged 

 foreign aid obligat ions encourage greater  global t rade 

 labour costs and quality vary from country to country and 

encourage outsourcing 

 modern t ransport  is fast , reliable and plent iful and supports 

greater internat ional t rade 

 inform at ion technologies allow business to operate worldwide. 

These and other developments encourage the growth of 

product ion and com modity chains. The quest ion set  is one of 

causat ion;  why there are more and longer chains in today’s global 

economy. They are there to exploit  local advantages by business, 

which is largely m ot ivated by profits, costs, m arkets .. .  Figure 

12b is a piece of data-st im ulus no m ore !  

Level Mark Descriptor 

Lev el  1  1-2 Expect  basic valid points m ade, perhaps random , 

undeveloped relevant  factors but  lacking explanat ion. 

Lev el  2  3-4 Expect  som e at tem pt  to explain with key factors 

character ist ic of globalisat ion but  response lim ited in either 

range or depth. One well-developed relevant  factor can be 

credited at  this level.   

Lev el  3  5-6 Expect  som e well developed reasons, at  least  two behind 

the growth of chains and their  link into the globalisat ion 

process evident . Answer should have good depth or  range 

and a clear understanding of the nature and role of these 

chains in globalisat ion and the modern global economy. 

 



 

Quest ion Num ber I ndicat ive content  

1 2 ( d )  

 

This is a specificat ion case-study item  with the answer 

focusing on consequences of the m igrat ion flow. Many m ay 

offer contem porary flows, e.g. Afr icans to southern 

Europe;  Middle East  to western Europe;  Mexicans to USA 

...  More histor ic flows equally acceptable but  there should 

be clar ity about  the ident ity of the source and dest inat ion 

count ry. The consequences can be benefits and/ or costs for 

the count ry not  the individual m igrant , e.g. 

 Source count ry:  benefits, e.g. som e m igrants send 

foreign currency back hom e;  pressure                            

on public services reduced costs, e.g. loss of labour 

supplies;  investm ent  in their educat ion wasted 

 Dest inat ion country:  benefits, e.g. lower labour costs;  

cultural enrichm ent  costs, e.g. increased dem ands on 

public services;  social tension 

 

Guard against  credit ing ant i- imm igrat ion com m ents where 

the tone is xenophobic and racist !    

Level Mark Descriptor 

Lev el  1  1-3  Expect  basic awareness of point  of quest ion. Sim ple, 

sketchy, random points, perhaps generic. 

Lev el  2  4-6 Expect  a clear but  rest r icted considerat ion of som e key 

points though response likely to be unbalanced and lacking 

in depth or breadth. At tempts to m ount  an argum ent . 

Expect  both source and dest inat ion count r ies addressed at  

top of level. 

Lev el  3  7-9  Expect  a coherent , balanced argum ent  with a num ber of 

developed points and both source and dest inat ion count ry 

covered. Expect  an elem ent  of evaluat ion, e.g. weighing up 

costs and benefits esp. at  top of level.  

 

 



Qu est ion  1 3  –  Dev elop m en t  an d  h u m an  w el f ar e  

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer Mark 

1 3 ( a) ( i )  

 

Qatar  

( 1 )  

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer Mark 

1 3 ( a) ( i i )  

 

B  countr ies with higher GDP pp usually have higher 

happiness rat ings ( 1 )  

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer Mark 

1 3 ( a) ( i i i )  

 

Award 1-2 m arks as per examples below for any valid 

observat ion that  GDP pp and happiness index are not  

always posit ively correlated on Figure 13a, e.g.  

 Qatar versus Cyprus (1)  happiness ranking alm ost  

ident ical but  GDP pp vast ly different  (1)  

 Pakistan versus Togo (1)  sim ilar GDP pp but  

happiness level quite different  (1)    

 Qatar highest  GDP pp (1)  but  not  highest  happiness 

(1)  

( 2 )  

(1+ 1)  

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer Mark 

1 3 ( a) ( i v )  

 

Credit  any recognised quality of life indicator, i.e.  

 

housing (1) ;  health (1)  literacy rate (1) ;  life expectancy 

(1)  or one of those being com m only used in happiness 

and well-being studies, e.g. degree of equality (1) ;  

hum an r ights (1) ;  sense of fam ily (1) ;  unem ploym ent  

rate (1)   

 

Exercise professional discret ion!  Avoid credit ing purely 

econom ic m easures, e.g. GDP/ GNI ;  employm ent  by 

sector  ( 1 )  

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer Mark 

1 3 ( b ) ( i )  Max m arks call for full,  accurate definit ion, e.g. simple 

equipm ent  appropriate to LI Cs that  m eets their  local 

needs. 

 

Part ial statem ent  along the r ight  lines =  1 m ark, e.g. 

technology suited to know-how in LI Cs (1) ;  easy to use 

technology (1)  . . . 

( 2 )  

(1+ 1)  

 



 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer Mark 

1 3 ( b ) ( i i )  

 

For m ax m arks answer needs to look at  both  

 

 the use of interm ediate technology,  

i.e. easily learned (1) ;  easy to m aintain (1) ;  affordable 

(1)  but  m ax of 1 m ark for reference to use 

 it s encouragem ent  of developm ent , i.e. bot tom -up 

developm ent  (1) ;  t im e-saving (1) ;  raises rural 

product ion (1)   

 

Creditable responses can be br ief (1)  or  developed 

points (2) .  

( 4 )  

(1)  +  (1+  

1+ 1)   

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer Mark 

1 3 ( b ) ( i i i )  

 

Award 1 m ark to valid and dist inct ive ways ident ified  

 

 e.g. foreign aid (1) ;  fair  & freer t rade (1) ;  debt  relief 

(1) ;  infrast ructure investm ent  (1) ;  agricultural 

revolut ion (1) ;  encourage TNCs (1) ;  m icro- finance (1) ;  

educat ion (1)  

 

2nd m arks for out lining/ developing a valid factor into a 

clear way in which econom ic developm ent  encouraged.  

( 4 )  

(1+ 1)  +  

(1+ 1)  or 

(1+ 1+ 1)  

+ 1 or vice-

versa 

 



 

Quest ion Num ber I ndicat ive content  

1 3 ( c)  

 

Rapid populat ion growth from  natural and/ or m igrat ion 

causes can have quality of life consequences, especially 

though not  exclusively in LI Cs. 

 

Quality of life is dependent  on aspects such as housing, 

health, access to services including healthcare, diet , 

literacy, freedom, security, safety  

 

Overpopulat ion, i.e. populat ion in excess of the 

opt im um / carrying capacity can lead to pressures on 

resources and to declining quality of life. 

 

Unemploym ent  may increase, public services and 

infrast ructure m ay not  be able to cope, housing and food 

shortages may develop, general poverty m ay grow 

  

Candidates m ay use m aterial in Figure 13b to set  a context  

and the gravity of the issue.   

Level Mark Descriptor 

Lev el  1  1-2 Expect  basic points/ statem ents about  the topic, e.g. not  

enough jobs;  food will run out  . . . 

Lev el  2  3-4 Expect  part ial at tem pt  to explain the issue with som e 

developm ent  of key points. Answer will be part ial with 

lim ited range and depth though quality of life 

consequences need to be evident . One well-developed 

consequence m ay be credited at  this level.   

Lev el  3  5-6 Expect  an expanded answer with at  least  two well-

developed ideas. Answer will have good depth and/ or  

range and focus on the im plicat ions of rapid populat ion 

growth, i.e. pressures on resources, which can cause 

quality of life to be com prom ised. May set  a spat ial context  

and use exam ples to illust rate. 

 



 

Quest ion Num ber I ndicat ive content  

1 3 ( d )  

 

Candidates are asked to consider the causes of the North-

South divide in a global sense, i.e. the global developm ent  

gap. 

There rem ains a huge disparity in wealth and level of 

developm ent  (both econom ic and hum an)  between the 

HI Cs of N. Am erica, W. Europe (parts of Northern 

Hem isphere)  plus Aust ralasia and LI Cs in Afr ica, S. 

Am erica and parts of Asia (Southern Hemisphere) . Despite 

the existence of som e em erging econom ies, there is vast  

and arguably increasing developm ent  gap at  this spat ial 

scale.  

The crux of the answer should relate to factors that  

cont r ibuted to these global inequalit ies:  

 indust r ialisat ion 

 colonialism  and t rade 

 war 

 governance and polit ical leadership 

 natural resources 

 natural and hum an hazards 

 debt  

 

Where candidates refer to relevant  factors e.g. core;  

periphery;  indust r ialisat ion;  t rade;  natural resources but  

set  in a spat ial scale other than global e.g. regional then 

credit  up to a m ax of L2 top. 

 

Candidates may address the existence of the gap, i.e. it s 

symptoms and extent  rather than or as well as causat ion;  

lim it  such responses only to bot tom  of Level 2. 

Bet ter candidates m ay point  out  that  the gap at  this spat ial 

scale is a general pat tern and that ,  for  exam ple, affluence 

does exist  in LI Cs & the so-called poor South. 

Level Mark Descriptor 

Lev el  1  1-3  Expect  a basic awareness of the global developm ent  gap 

and som e sim ple, sketchy points about  either its causes or  

symptoms/ extent .   

Lev el  2  4-6  Expect  som e valid reasons/ causes with som e developm ent  

but  considerat ion of topic part ial and unbalanced. Som e 

breadth or  depth to answer. Needs to address 

causat ion/ why exists. 

Lev el  3  7-9 Expect  a good understanding of the quest ion set . Answer 

has good range and/ or depth in the causes offered. At  

least  2-3 well-developed causes offered. Expect  an elem ent  

of evaluat ion, e.g. the significant  reason;  interplay 

between factors especially at  top of level. 
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